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Read in this issue:

· April Fools' Day

· William Shakespeare’s Lesson
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The history of April Fool's Day or All Fool's Day is uncertain, but the current thinking is that it began around 1582 in France with the reform of the calendar under Charles IX. The Gregorian Calendar was introduced, and New Year's Day was moved from March 25 - April 1 (new year's week) to January 1.
Communication traveled slowly in those days and some people were only informed of the change several years later. Still others, who were more rebellious refused to acknowledge the change and continued to celebrate on the last day of the former celebration, April 1. 

These people were labeled "fools" by the general populace, were subject to ridicule and sent on "fool errands," sent invitations to nonexistent parties and had other practical jokes played upon them. The butts of these pranks became known as a "poisson d'avril" or "April fish" because a young naive fish is easily caught. In addition, one common practice was to hook a paper fish on the back of someone as a joke. 

This harassment evolved over time and a custom of prank-playing continue on the first day of April. This tradition eventually spread elsewhere like to Britain and Scotland in the 18th century and was introduced to the American colonies by the English and the French. Because of this spread to other countries, April Fool's Day has taken on an international flavor with each country celebrating the holiday in its own way.

In Scotland, for instance, April Fool's Day is devoted to spoofs involving the buttocks and as such is called Taily Day. The butts of these jokes are known as April 'Gowk', another name for cuckoo bird. The origins of the "Kick Me" sign can be traced back to the Scottish observance.

In England, jokes are played only in the morning. Fools are called 'gobs' or 'gobby' and the victim of a joke is called a 'noodle.' It was considered back luck to play a practical joke on someone after noon.

In Rome, the holiday is known as Festival of Hilaria, celebrating the resurrection of the god Attis, is on March 25 and is also referred to as "Roman Laughing Day." 

In Portugal, April Fool's Day falls on the Sunday and Monday before lent. In this celebration, many people throw flour at their friends. 

The Huli Festival is celebrated on March 31 in India. People play jokes on one another and smear colors on one another celebrating the arrival of Spring.

So, no matter where you happen to be in the world on April 1, don't be surprised if April fools fall playfully upon you.
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                        “All the world's a stage,

                                 And all the men and women merely players:
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                                 They have their exits and their entrances;
                                 And one man in his time plays many parts”

The first lesson from the series “Outstanding English/American writers” was conducted by the teachers of English Liudmila Moskaliova and Larisa Soloveichik. 
We have interviewed  them.

Why Shakespeare?

Firstly, he is without a doubt the most famous British poet, playwright that has ever lived. However, his works are avoided by teachers of English because of very difficult language, besides his characters endure bloody battles, death by poison, problems between parents and children. 
Secondly, his works are timeless, they are still relevant today. They are very dramatic and full of conflict.

All the students were impressed by the lesson. They were very active preparing for it.
The lesson was special in a way. The students from 1A and 8A formed 4 teams, which competed demonstrating their knowledge of Shakespeare’s biography, erudition, creativity, ability to express themselves in English.

And what about Shakespeare’s language?

There was no problem with the language. The teachers wanted their students to discover Shakespeare’s world. Discover how people lived, what they liked to wear, what sorts of entertainment they enjoyed.

Can you suggest some information which will be interesting for our readers?   
Yes, of course.
Do you know that…

Is it true nobody knows Shakespeare’s birthday?

It is true we don’t know Shakespeare’s date of birth. We know it was in 1564 but our only record at this time was of his baptism at the Holy Trinity Church on April the 26th. By convention and some guesswork, Shakespeare’s birthday is by tradition celebrated three days earlier on April the 23rd. 

At what age did Shakespeare write his first play?

It is believed that Shakespeare penned his first play Henry VI, Part One, between 1589 and 1590. Shakespeare would have been 25 at the time. This play is believed to have been performed at The Rose Theatre in London.

Which are Shakespeare’s most popular plays?
With 37 plays under his belt, it is hard to place some plays above others. Nonetheless, most academics and readers alike would agree that Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, The Merchant of Venice, A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream, King Henry V, King Lear, Macbeth , Othello and Antony and Cleopatra are amongst Shakespeare’s most recognizable and hence most popular plays.

Was Romeo and Juliet based on a true story?
Yes but this was not "Shakespeare in Love". Romeo and Juliet was in fact based on the life of two real lovers who both died for each other and lived in Verona, Italy in 1303. Both the Capulets and Montagues existed in Verona at this time and Shakespeare is reckoned to have discovered this tragic love story in Arthur Brooke's 1562 poem entitled "The Tragical Historye of Romeus and Juliet".

Was Shakespeare an actor as well as a playwright?
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Few people realize that aside from writing 37 plays and 154 sonnets, Shakespeare was an actor as well. Besides performing many of his own plays with his theatre company The Lord Chamberlain’s Men (changed to The King’s men to honour James I in 1603), Shakespeare acted in Ben Jonson’s play Sejanus in 1603.

We can also demonstrate the language of the XVII century. In this way they expressed their love and friendship.
1. I am a cast-away in love
2. I wear you in my heart
3. You are the miracle of friendship
4. By you, like your shade, I’ll ever drvell  
5. You, like a comet, do attract all eyes.  
